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Calendar of Events Featuring Many Exciting Upcoming Events!
SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district. 

To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************
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St. Louis City H.S. students earn college credits | St. Louis ...
Supportive professional development key to better teaching 
http://www.schoolcio.com/showarticle/27046
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Help for Haiti 
American Government Contest at Soldan
Kennard Hosts Awards Celebration
Roosevelt Student Wins MLK Essay Contest
Great Things are Happening at Walbridge Elementary!!!

On January 21st , Walbridge Elementary held its first Communication Arts Curriculum Night with the help of EnTeam. Over 200 individuals spent the evening at school learning about school policies and about how to succeed on the upcoming MAP test. Students, parents, and teachers played interactive learning games and shared a fried chicken dinner. All families took home learning packets filled with interactive learning projects that families can work on together in preparation for the MAP. On the evening of February 23rd, Walbridge will hold its first Math Curriculum night.

During the month of January, Walbridge is celebrating Peace Month with the Peace Ball Project, in collaboration with Character Plus and other schools all around the metropolitan St. Louis area. Students who are caught performing peaceful acts will be given a 12” peace of yarn. In February all of the yarn will be collected, tied together and rolled into a ball to symbolize how very small acts of peace can grow into something much, much bigger. Peace Month will culminate with a visit from the Gateway to Peace Museum. On February 4th the Peace Museum will take over the school gymnasium with 20 different interactive exhibits centered around cooperation, kindness, and acceptance of diversity. 

Mullanphy Students Adopt a Lion at the St. Louis Zoo

Since last November, the fourth grade students at Mullanphy ILC, with assistance from parents and teachers, have collected over 100 pounds of aluminum cans.  The cans were sold to a recycling center and a portion of the money was used for a program at the St. Louis Zoo through which the students adopted an African Lion.  The lion has been given the name “Bryan the Lion” after Bryan Mullanphy, the tenth mayor of St. Louis.  Currently, Bryan the Lion weighs a little over 400 pounds and is about 8 feet long.  The students realize that the African Lion’s population in the wild is declining due to the loss of land to agriculture.  Therefore they have decided to do what they can to protect this amazing animal.  

Beaumont Basketball Player Scores 1,000th Point

Shenique Buford scored her 1,000th career point this week.  She is currently being recruited by universities across the Midwest.  She holds a 3.5 grade point average while completing Advance Placement classes.  Congratulations and keep up the good work!

Upcoming Events

Theatre in the Museum — Teens Make History
Antwonette Thurman, a student at Soldan International Studies High School, is researching, writing and performing a play in conjunction with other teen across St. Louis as part of the Missouri History Museum's Theatre in the Museum program. This program has received national and international attention as a model for work-based learning programs in museums, and the museum was recently honored to be the first institution outside of the Smithsonian allowed to perform one of their Discovery Theatre scripts. 
Sticks and Stones - 
Saturday, January 30 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 6 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 13 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 20 2010 at 11:30 am; 

Saturday, March 6 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, March 13 2010 at 11:30 am

Sumner NHS to Host Assembly on Aids Awareness

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 the members of National Honor Society will be sponsoring an assembly in recognition of National Black Aids Awareness Day which is February 7, 2010.

Jefferson to Host Dance-A-Thon for Haiti

The students at Jefferson Arts Integration Pilot School are organizing a Dance-a-Thon fundraiser to donate to the American Red Cross in support of the Haitian relief efforts. The event will take place at Jefferson School located at 1301 Hogan Street, on February 3 from 1:30pm-2:30pm. Each student will pay $1.00 to enter the Dance-a-Thon while adults will pay $5.00. 

3 Shaw VPA CEFSS Students to Display Work at Sheldon Art Galleries 
Please congratulate Ola Stewart, Cindy Brown, Simone Shelton, fourth grade students from Shaw Visual and Performing Arts Academy Community Education Full Service School, for earning the opportunity to display work in the Sheldon Art Galleries. The title of the artwork is called “Sooth Me to My Soul” and will be displayed as part of the “All About the Blues” Exhibit through February 6, 2010. The students’ work will also be prominently displayed in the Sheldon’s brochure. 

Springboard Dance Festival 

SLPS students will be performing at the annual "Springboard Dance Festival" at noon on February 3, 2010. Parents are invited to attend this free performance and can arrive at Carr Lane shortly before noon. 
Only nine (2nd-8th grade) schools in the St. Louis region are chosen to participate in the event, which was created by Dr. Carlos Miranda in St. Louis Public Schools 27 years ago. Each child wears a traditional, colorful costume that is custom designed by volunteers. Dance performances will include: Caribbean, Haitian, Hip-Hop, Indian, Irish, Japanese, Swing, Tap, and West African. 

Long CEFSS to serve as testing site for applicants for the 2010 Census

Long Middle Community Education Full Service School, located at 5028 Morganford Rd., will be hosting testing sessions in the extended library on the following days:

Friday, 2/5/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/12/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

 A projected 15 applicants can be tested per session.  For additional applicant testing sites and times, applicants may call the local census office @ 314-800-0660 or the Census toll-free # 1-866-861-2010.  Application information and practice tests can be found at www.2010censusjobs.gov
Kids with Asthma Can! Featuring the play “Buster Has Asthma”
Date: Saturday, February 6, 2010

Place: Mathews-Dickey Boys’ & Girls’ Club

4245 N. Kingshighway Blvd.

Times: Play performances at 10 a.m. & 11 a.m. followed by “Ask the Doctor” and an asthma related activity for children.  For more information call the St. Louis Regional Asthma Consortium at (314) 977-8253. This is a free event and open to the general public.

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




February 11 – Carr Lane VPA @ Ranken Technical College




February 17 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University




February 19 – Fanning Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation presents the 8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night at the Fabulous Fox Theatre on Thursday, February 11, 2010, at 7:00pm. Free general admission tickets are available through participating SLPS schools (Mason, Lyon @ Blow, Adams, Laclede, Woerner, McKinley, Cleveland, Soldan, Shaw, Carrl Lane and Central) or the Fox Theatre Box Office, 527 N. Grand.  For more information please visit www.foxpacf.org
Soldan ISHS to host “Soldan Summit”

 Soldan International Studies High School will kick off a week of Model United Nations competition by hosting the Fourth Annual "Soldan Summit" on Thursday, February 18 at 9:30 AM.  The summit will take place in the Soldan Auditorium at 918 North Union Blvd, 63108. The discussion, part of an ongoing series, will offer students and faculty members the opportunity to learn about global politics and the role of the United Nations in forming U.S. foreign policy. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Esther Brimmer, the Assistant Secretary of State for International Organizations.  

GREEN YOUR FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

The Greater St. Louis Dental Society will celebrate National Children’s Dental Health Month with the 17th Annual “Dinosaur Doings” at the Saint Louis Science Center

5050 Oakland Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110

Saturday, February 20, 2010

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm

· Learn about teeth and taking good care of them

· Visit with Sam the Smilosaurus, Tooth Fairy, Magical Dragon, Dr. Ted E. Bear and Delta

· Dental PANDA Bear

· FREE TOOTHBRUSH EXCHANGE—Kids, bring us your OLD toothbrush and get a NEW LIGHT UP toothbrush!

· Face Painting

· Healthy Snack Games

· Guess how many bristles on our Giant Toothbrush and WIN A PRIZE!

· Tooth Wizard Show

· Educational activities and movies to watch

· Carnival Games

· Cake Walk

· Brushing/Flossing demonstration
BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Math Teachers Needed!

Two math teachers are needed to work the second semester night school program at Roosevelt High School. Classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 26 – April 27 from 4:00p.m. – 6:45p.m.  If interested, contact Joseph Kenney, Roosevelt High School at 776-6040.

Do you know a Huggable Hero®?

The search is on for the next group of great young leaders to join the Build-A-Bear Workshop
Huggable Heroes Hall of Fame.  Young people between the ages of seven and 18 who are making positive contributions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities will be honored for their hard work and dedication to make the world a better place.  The deadline to enter is February 26, 2010. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, teachers, organization leaders, or the young people themselves may submit entries. 
Each Huggable Hero will receive a prize worth $10,000 ($7,500 in the form of an educational scholarship and $2,500 from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the charity of the hero’s choice and awarded in the winner’s local currency). The 12 winners will also receive a trip for themselves and one adult to a special awards celebration and a 2010 Build-A-Bear Workshop Huggable Heroes calendar photo shoot.
To learn more about the contest, or to download a nomination form, visit www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes or visit any Build-A-Bear Workshop store.
NEH Event at Washington University July 12-July30

The National Endowment for the Humanities summer institute for school teachers will take place from Monday, July 12 to Friday, July 30, 2010 at Washington University in St. Louis. It is entitled “The New Negro Renaissance in America, 1919-1941” and it will offer participants an exciting opportunity to learn about one of the most extraordinary cultural periods in American history. This institute will teach you about the complex urban world that black Americans made between World War I and World War II, during the years of the Great Migration out of the south.  http://cenhum.artsci.wustl.edu/prgrms/NEH.htm
Location 
Participants will be housed in dormitories located on the campus of Washington University. The dorm cost $31.00 per day for single occupancy and $27.00 for double occupancy. 

Application Process 
The institute wishes to bring together elementary, junior, high school teachers, and current full-time graduate students who intend to pursue careers in K-12 teaching from various disciplines, especially English, History, Social Studies, Art, and Music. It will also accept applications from qualified non-teachers such as school librarians, media specialists, and museum staff. 

How to Apply 

The application cover sheet must be filled out online at this address: http://www.neh.gov/online/education/participants/
Please fill it out online as directed by the prompts. When you are finished, be sure to click the “submit” button. Print out the cover sheet and add it to your application package. A full application consists of the items listed above, as sent to the project director. 

A completed application consists of three copies of the following collated items: 

· the completed application cover sheet, 

· a résumé, or brief biography, and 

· an application essay as outlined below. 

In addition, it must include two letters of recommendation as described below. 

The project director’s address is: 

Gerald Early, Director 

The Center for the Humanities 

Washington University in Saint Louis 

Campus Box 1071 

One Brookings Drive 

Saint Louis, MO 63130 

Or you can make an application request by calling Barbara Liebmann or Jian Leng at 314-935-5576 between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm Monday through Friday. Any questions about the application procedure can be directed to Barbara Liebmann or Jian Leng. 

The deadline for completed applications is March 2, 2010. Successful applicants will be notified on April 1, 2010, and acceptance deadline is April 10, 2010 
Participants will receive a stipend of $2,700.00. These stipends are intended to cover travel expenses to and from Saint Louis, books and other research expenses, and living expenses for the duration of institute. 

Participants will receive in-serve credit for participating in the institute. 

We hope that you you’ll join us this summer as we intensively explore the heroic struggle of African Americans to achieve greatness in art, self-determination in politics, equality in social relations when it left the rural, southern United States and headed for points north and west. The New Negro Renaissance is one of the great narratives of American life. 

For more information please contact Gerald Early, Director for the Center for the Humanities and the Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters, Phone: (314) 935-5576 Email: cenhum@artsci.wustl.edu
Other NEH Links of interest are:

The NEH site: 
http://www.neh.gov/
The NEH site for the specific programs: 
http://www.neh.gov/projects/summer10.html
Try the YMCA Free for Two Weeks
Employees of CSD-member school districts can enjoy a free two-week membership to the YMCA of Greater St. Louis as part of CSD’s “Try the Y” event. 
CSD school district employees and their families can enjoy the Y for free from January 18 through February 1, 2010.  Just bring in proof of employment in your school district to your local YMCA, and they will issue you a temporary membership card.  Proof of employment can be a district ID badge, a pay stub, an insurance card or anything else that includes your name and your district’s name.
If you decide to join the YMCA after your two-week trial, you’ll receive a great discount.  As a CSD-member school district employee, you are entitled to 100 percent off the joining fee and 50 percent off your first month’s fees.  This is a total savings of up to $120.
For more information on the nearest YMCA to you, visit www.ymcastlouis.org.  Visit www.csd.org to print out a flier you can take with you on your first visit to the Y.

Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Application

Through donors to the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation, the Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Committee will provide a monetary award in the amount of $300 - $1500 for qualified St. Louis Public Schools Office Professional Support Staff.  The scholarship is to be used at any accredited college or university in the St. Louis Metropolitan area for tuition and fees.

The application is due by February 5, 2010. Announcement of the award winner(s) will be made April 9, 2010.

For more information please contact:
Nicole J. Roberts, Information Technology, 314-345-4413 or nicole.roberts@slps.org 
[image: image1]















Page 3 of 7

